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LATE  FOREIGN  DEVELOPMENTS  • 


RUMANIA 

By  the  end  of  Novemtier  the  fall  cultivation  program  was  reported  90  percent 
completed,  with  Indications  that  the  wheat  area  may  approximate  or  exceed  last  year's 
large  seedlngs.    The  cultivation  program  In  Bukovina  was  said  to  oe  entirely  fulfilled, 
whereas  In  Transnlstrla  it  still  remained  25  percent  unfulfilled, 

HUNGARY 

The  official  Hungarian  crop  report  for  the  4-week  period,  November  10  to 
December  7,  stated  In  summary:    Rainfall  and  temperature  almost  everywhere  were  above 
normal.    Due  to  the  mild  and  favorable  weather.  It  was  possible  to  undertake  and  con- 
tinue field  work  without  Interruption,  and  the  greatly  delayed  winter  sowings  were 
concluded,  in  most  parts  \)f  the  country  despite  the  advanced  season.    In  addition,  from 
70  to  75  percent  of  the  summer  crop  area  was  plowed.    The  condition  of  all  winter 
crops,  except  rape,  was  said  to  be  favorable.    A  great  shortage  of  fodder  prevails 
throughout  the  country,  and  the  condition  of  livestock  was  said  to  be  deteriorating 
steadily. 

ARGENTINA 

The  final  official  estimate  of  the  cotton  acreage  harvested  in  Argentina  in 
1942-43  has  been  placed  at  831,400  acres,  compared  with  899  ,  200  acres  planted,  a 
reduction  of  about  7  percent.    This  loss  of  acreage  is  reported  due  to  the  severe 
drought  experienced  in  the  early  portion  of  the  growing  season.    The  yield  for  the 
1942-43  crop  was  a  record,  amounting  to  approximately  497,600  bales' of  478  pounds 
with  an  average  yield  of  about  286  pounds  of  lint  cotton  to  the  acre. 

FINLAND  AND  GERMANY 

An  agreement  was  reached  on  December  21  between  the  Finnish  and  German 
Government  Commissions  for  a  prolongation  of  the  validity  of  the  trade  agreement 
between  Finland  and  Germany  until  the  end  of  1944  and  for  a  temporary  arrangement 
of  trade  exchange  between  the  two  countries  during  the  first  2  months  of  1944. 
Grain  deliveries  by  Germany  agreed  upon  in  -Jovember,  as  well  as  deliveries  of  cer- 
tain other  vital  foodstuffs,  are  expected  to  safeguard  Finland's  supply  situation 
in  these  fields  until  the  next  harvest.    Deliveries  of  these  products  have  been  in 
progress  for  some  time.     As  to  exports  from  Finland,  an  agreement  was  definitely 
reached  regarding  timber  exports  during  1944. 

Final  negotiatloHS  regarding  trade  between  Finland  and  Germany  in  1944  will 
commence  early  in  February.    Commenting  on  the  negotiations,  a  member  of  the  Finnish 
Government  emphasized  the  friendly  spirit  in  which  the  negotiations  took  place.  As 
an  Indication  of  this,  he  made  reference  to  the  quantities  of  grain  that  Finland  is 
to  receive.    He  pointed  out,  however,  that  the  grain  obtained  from  Germany  would 
suffice  to  provide  a  normal  distribution  of  grain  supplies  only  if  home-produced 
grain  reached  the  market  In  accordance  with  plan. 
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GRAINS  AND  GRAIN  PRODUCTS  •  .  . 

Gordon  f,   Boals,    in  charge 
CANADA  ANNOUNCES  \m  GRAIN  PRODUCTION  GOALS 

Canadian  farm  production  objectives  for  1944  call  for  a  total  increase  of 
1,442,000  acres  In  the  area  sown  to  grains  compared  with  the  1943  area,  according 
to  Information  received  In  the  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations.    No  change 
In  the  wheat  acreage  was  asked  for  the  objective  being  set  at  17,500,000  acres,  or 
approximately  the  same  as  the  1943  area.    The  largest  change  planned  In  the  grain 
area  Is  for  oats.    That  goal  Is  set  at  16,377,000  acres,  which  is  about  a  million 
acres,  or  around  6  percent  larger  than  in  1943.    The  barley  and  corn  areas  are  to 
be  expanded  about  100,000  acres  each.    This  Is  an  Increase  of  only  1  percent  in 
the  case  of  barley  but  is  a  53  percent  expansion  in  the  acreage  planted  fpr  hulking 
corn  in  1943.  . 

The  objectives  were  announced  at  the  conclusion  of  the  Pomlnlon  Provincial, 
Conference  held  in  Ottawa  from  December  ^  to  8.    As  usual,  at  these  conferences  .held  . 
annually  since  the  beginning  of  the  war,  definite  plans  were  outlined  for  agrlcul-  , 
tural  requirements  during  the  following,  year.    In  setting  the  1944, goals  it  was  rec- 
ognized that  prevailing  conditions  make  any  significant  expansion  in  the  total 
agricultural  production  impossible,  but  adjustments  within  the  total  were  planned. 
For  further  details  on  planned  acreage  of  crops  other  than  grains  and  hay,  see  page 
6 12  of  this  issue.  .  . 

The  unchanged  wheat  goal  is  said  to  be  due  to  the  large  stocks  of  Wheat  on 
hand  for  which  there  is  at  present  no  immediate  assured  outlet.    With  the  supplies 
reported  adequate  to  meet  the  highest  possible  demands  of  the  next  2  years,  con- 
sidering transportation  limitation,  it  was  considered  desirable  to  stress  the  impor- 
tance of  maintaining  the  present  summer  fallow  area  which  would  have  to  be  cut  In 
order  to  make  further  expansion  In  the  grain  area,  assuming  other  goals  are  achieved. 
Present  favorable  returns  from  wheat,  along  with  war  developments  and  generally  less 
labor  required  for  wheat  growing  than  for  many  other  farm  activities,  are  expected 
to  bring  about  some  expansion  despite  the  goal  remaining  unchanged. 

A  further  encouragement  to  wheat  expansion  may  be  expected  as  a  result  of  the 
recent  announcement  by  the  Minister  of  Agriculture  of  a  proposal  to  cancel  acreage 
payments  in  1944.    This  move,  if  approved  In  the  coming  session  of  Parliament,  would 
cancel  the  payment  of  $2.00  per  acre  on  land  diverted  from  wheat  to  other  crops  or  to 
summer  fallow.    The  acreage  payments  had  encouraged  wheat  reductions  for  the  past 
3  years  and  helped  bring  about  the  desired  crop  shifts. 

The  increase  of  about  a  million  acres  in  the  oats  acreage  is  planned  at  the 
expense  of  the  flaxseed  area.    The  increase  is  reported  necessary  to  maintain  the 
domestic  livestock-feeding  program  which,  like' that  of  the  United  States,  has  greatly 
expanded  since  1940.    A  sharp  increase  for  mixed  grain,  notably  In  eastern  Canada, 
is  also  asked  for  in  view  of  the  feed  problem  that  has  developed  In  that  area  this 
season. 

In  connection  with  the  crop  goals,  the  summer-fallow  acreage  is  of  special 
significance  as  it  provides  an  Important  measure  of  elasticity  and  adjustment.  The 
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pre-war  average  (  1936-1939)  area  in  the  Prairie  Provinces  was  around  16  million 
acres,  In  1940  it  was  17. 3  million;  In  1941,  23,  l  iaililon;  in  1942,  20  million;  and 
In  1943,  aD.6  million  acres.    Dominion  agricultural  officials  in  requesting  no  change 
In  the  wheat*  area  for  1944,  favor  retention  of  a  high  summer-fallow  acreage  in 
1944,  v^ftilch  would  be  the  hasls  of  expansion  In  .1945  If  needed.    There  is  consider- 
able doubt  in  many  quarters,  however,  that  the  current  high  summer-fallow  area 
will  be  retained. 

CANADA:    Farm  production  goals  for  1944 


1  13,43  ^  •            194.4          :  PERCENTAGE 

CROP                  :     OBJECTIVES     =  ACTUAL  ACREAGE:     OBJECTIVES    =  CHAMGE  FROM 
 I  :     FOR  HARVEST   •  '  ACTUAL  ACREAGE 

:   1,000  acres    :    1,000  acres  :  1,000  acres    :  Percent 

Wheat   :  17,696  :  17,483  :  17,500  : 

Oats  :             15,  387  :             15. 407  :             16  ,  377  :  +6 

Barley   :              7,758  :              8,  397  :              3,500  :  +« 

Rye  :                 9  24  :                 576  :                 500  :  - 13 

Com  :            -           :                 257  :                ,393  :  +53 

Mixed  grain  :               1,700  :               1,463  :               1,760  :  +20 

Hay  and  clover  :  10,450  :  9, .3  16  :  9,8  16  : 

Alfalfa  :    1  1,544  ;  1,544  ;  


From  official  sources. 

ECUADOR  HARVESTS  LARGE  RICE  CROP;  EXPORTS  INCREASE 

A  record  rice  crop  of  7,300,000  bushels  was  produced  in  Ecuador  in  1943, 
compared  with  pre-war  production  in  1939  of  3,319,000  bushels.    The  increased  prices 
being  paid  for  rice  as  a  result  of  the  good  demand  in  various  hemisphere  markets 
have  encouraged  an  expansion  in  production  in  Ecuador.    The  "Invierno"  (high  land) 
crop,  representing  approximately  80  percent  of  total  production,  was  harvested  from 
May  to  July.    The  "vega*  (river  land)  rice  harvest,  wftilch  takes  place  from  October 
to  December  and  usually  represents  about  20  percent,  Is  about  completed. 

Ecuador  has  firmly  established  Its  position  as  the  third  most  Important 
exporter  of  rice  in  the  Western  Hemisphere.    In  1942,  rice  exports  from  the  United 
States,  Brazil,  and  Ecuador  equalled  350,000,000,   182,000,000  and  90,000,000  pounds, 
respectively.    The  belief  is  that  Ecuadoran  exports  will  exceed  100  million  pounds 
in  1943.    During  the  9-month  period,  January- September,  86  million  pounds  were 
exported,  and  further  exports  are  expected.     A  law  passed  Hay  8,   1943,  stating  that 
exports  were  limited  to  80  million  pounds  until  May  31,   1944,  is  still  In  effect, 
and  although  a  surplus  is  available  for  export,  it  appears  doubtful  if  tae  ban  will 
be  lifted  before  1944. 

Cuba  Is  by  far  the  principal  destination  for  Ecuadoran  rice;  Peru  also  is  an 
Important  market.    The  Canllla  variety  accounts  for  90  percent  of  the  rice  exported, 
and  Fortuna  the  remainder.    About  5  years  ago,  the  Canllla  variety  began  to  replace 
the  latter  because  it  not  only  produced  larger  and  more  uniform  crops,  but  also  it 
is  more  resistant  to  disease  and  Insects.    Furthermore,  it  keeps  better  in  storage 
and  is  preferred  on  the  market  because  it  has  whiter  kernels  and  fewer  broken  grains. 
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FRUITS.  VEGETABLES.  AND  NUTS  .  .  . 


ORANGES  BECOMING  AVAILA3LE  IN  ENGLAND 

The  British  Ministry  of  Food  has  announced  that  fresh  oranges  are  expected  to 
arrive  in  the  United  Kingdom  from  January  until  March  or  April  in  sufficient  quanti- 
ties to  permit  about  a  pound  per  person  during  that  period.    They  will  not  be  rationed, 
but  sales  will  be  checked  against  ration  books  during  the  first  5  days  after  allocation 
has  been  made.    After  that  period,  retailers  are  not  restricted  in  the  sale  of  any 
oranges  that  may  remain.    Oranges  in  any  appreciable  quantity  hav«  not  been  available 
to  consumers  In  the  United  Kingdom  since  early  In  the  war.    The  few  that  have  been 
received  have  been  reserved  for  children  up  to  5  years  of  age,  with  occasionally  some 
as  well  for  older  children  up  to  16.    The  Ministry  states  that  oranges  were  recently 
purchased  in  Spain  and  Palestine  and  that  probably  further  releases  will  be  made  from 
subsequent  arrivals,  on  a  similar  basis. 

GERMANY  PLANS  INCREASED  VEGETABLE  OUTPUT 

An  official  of  the  German  Ministry  of  Agriculture  at  a  recent  conference  of 
agricultural  leaders  called  not  only  for  an  increase  in  the  production  of  vegetables, 
but  also  for  such  changes  as  are  necessary  in  order  to  eliminate  the  shortage  of  vege- 
tables that  occurs  annually  from  May  to  the  middle  of  July.    The  need  was  emphasized 
for  Increased  production  of  early  vogetables  and  for  shortening  the  gap  between  the 
end  of  the  early  vegetable  season  at  the  beginning  of  May  and  the  appearance  of  late 
vegetables.    It  was  pointed  gyt  that  the  area  devoted  to  vegetables  had  increased  from 
less  than  325,000  acres  In  »39  to  almost  970,000  acres  in  1943,  but  that  this  still 
failed  to  meet  the  demand. 

LESS  MEXICAN  WEST  COAST  VEGETABLES  AVAILABLE  FOR  UNITED  STATES  MARKETS 

A  tentative  estimate  Indicates  that  the  shipments  of  Mexican  West  Coast  winter 
vegetables  to  the  United  States  this  season  will  amount  to  7,820  carloads,  compared 
with  8,810  carloads  during  the  1943-43  season.    Of  this  amount,  6,600  carloads  are 
expected  to  be  of  tomatoes,  730  of  green  peas,  and  500  of  green  pe-ppers,  compared  with 
shipments  last  year  of  7,600  carloads  of  tomatoes,  560  of  green  peas,  and  650  of  green 
peppers. 

A  preliminary  estimate  places  the  planted  area  this  season  at  55,900  acres, 
against  61,100  acres  In  194S-43.    This  estimate  Is  broken  down  as  follows:  Tomatoes 
47,300,  green  peas  4,500,  and  green  peppers  5,000  acres,  compared  with  52,000  acres 
in  tomatoes,  4,400  in  green  peas,  and  4,700  in  green  peppers  last  season.    Because  of 
serious  rain  and  storm  damage  in  Slnaloa  during  September  and  October,  considerable 
replanting  was  necessary.    Most  of  the  shipments  from  Slnaloa  normally  take  place  be- 
tween January  15  and  February  20,  but  crops  In  that  State  will  be  late  this  year  owing 
to  the  necessity  of  replanting.    The  result  may  be  a  considerable  congestion  In  traffic 
In  the  late  months  of  the  season. 

The  first  shipment  entering  the  United  States  this  season  was  a  carload  of 
tomatoes  that  came  In  through  the  port  of  Nogales,  Arizona,  on  November  30.    From  that 
date  until  December  1,  a  total  of  87  carloads  of  tomatoes  and  9  carloads  of  green 
peppers  crossed  the  border. 
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RIO  GRANDE  DO  SUL  3EAH  CROP  SAME  AS  LAST  YEAR  • 

•       t./'    ■  ■ 

The  1943-44  bean  crop  In  the  State  of  R^o  Or^nde  Do  Sul,  Brazil,  is  expected 
to  be  about  the  same  as  that  of  last  year.    Normally  production  of  all:  varieties 
of  beans  In  that  State,  which  ranks  third  In  Importance  among  Brazilian  States  as 
a  producer,  averages  over  2,650,000  bags  of  100  pounds  each.    The  total  for  all 
Brazil  Is  usually  around  18,500,000  bags.    Harvesting  begins  In  January  and  extends 
Into  April  and  May. 

The  production  in  Rio  Grande  Do  Sul  is  very  largely  of  the  black  bean,  Felja 
Preto,  which  Is  somewhat  similar  to  the  United  States  class.  Black  Turtle  Soup. 
There  is  very  little  demand  for  this  bean  In  the  United  States.    In  Rio  Grande  Do 
Sul,  however,  the  normal  production  of  black  beans  is  estimated  to  be  2,315,000 
bags.    Local  requirements  take  approximately  925,000  bags  and  other  Brazilian 
States  a  similar  quantity,  leaving  about  465,000  bags  for  export.    Last  year 
approximately  160,000  bags  were  exported,   135,000  bags  going  to  Spain. 

The  varieties,  Carvallo  Claro,  a  brown  bean,  and  Enxofre,  a'- yellow  dr 
sulphur-colored  bean,  are  produced  in  only  small  quantities,  and  it  is  doubtful 
whether  any  exportable  surpluses  exist.    There  are  no  comparable  United  States 
classes  for  these  tv;o  varieties. 

DANISH  SEED  PRODUCTION  SHOWS  INCREASE 

Danish  seed  production  in  1943  was  well  above  that  of  1942,  according  to 
the  Danish  Seed  Suppliers  Association.    The  total  area  for  seed- production  was 
placed  at  149,750  acres,  compared  with  91,675  acres  in  1942.    Th*  area  devoted 
to  clover-seed  production  was  greater  by  9,900  acres,  that  of  grass  seed  by  1,500 
acres,  and  that  of  root-crop  seeds  by  l5»500  acre.s.     It  was  stated  that  Denmark 
would  be  self-sufficient  with  respect  to  seeds  in  1944.  "  , 

ONTARIO  BEAM  CROP  REDUCED 

The  1943  edible-dry  bean  crop  in  Ontario,  Canada,  was  smaller  than  in  1942, 
despite  an  increased  acreage.    The  Crop  Report  for  that  Province  summarizes  the 
situation  as  follows:     "With  an  increased  acreage  of  beans,  the  yields  are  av- 
eraging from  15  to  18  bushels  per  acre."    The  1943  acreage  is  given  at  68,000 
compared  with  62,000  in  1942.-    The  present  crop  is  estimated  at  693,600  bags 
compared  with  751,200  in  1942  and  is  the  smallest  crop  since  1937.    The  bean 
acreage  in  Ontario  furnishes  about  four-fifths  of  the  total  Canadian  crop. 

POTATO  MOVEMENT  IN  GERMANY  HAMPERED  BY  LACK  OF  TRANSPORTATION 

The  inhabitants  of  German  urban  centers,  especially  Berlin,  Hamburg,  Lelpsig, 
Dresden,  and  the  cities  of  the  Ruhr,  were  reported  as  becoming  increasingly  exasper- 
ated because  an  insufficient  allocation  of  railroad  rolling  stock  was  preventing  the 
transportation  of  potatoes  in  usual  volume  for  winter  storage.    Every  night  in  the 
north  of  Germany,  heavy  frosts,  which  threaten  the  freezing  of  potatoes  during 
transit,  have  increased  the  danger  that  many  people  will  be  unable  to  lay  up  an 
adequate  winter  supply. 
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LIVESTOCK,  MEATS,  A^MD  WOOL  ... 

Arthur  T.  Thompson,   in  charge 
MEXICAN  CATTLE  EXPORTS  REDUCED  IH  LAST  HALF  OF  YEAR 

Cattle  exports  from  Mexico  were  greatly  reduced  In  the  last  half  of  1943 
following  the  record  exports  during  the  first  half  of  the  year.    The  fear  of  the 
Mexican  Government  of  a  beef  shortage  Induced  authorities  to  pass  a  decree  early  In 
June,  limiting  annual  exports  to  500,000  head.    Export's  In  the  first  half  of  the  year 
had  already  reached  436,000  head.    Mexican  cattle  exports  are  practically  all  to  the 
United  States. 


UfJlTEO    STATES    In  view  of  the  Increased  demands  for  beef  by  the  United  States  to 
DUTIES  REDUCED  requirements  of  the  armed  forces,  the  civilian  population, 

and  our  allies  for  the  duration  of  the  National  Einergency,  the  United 
States  .had  encouraged  increased  Imports  of  cattle  from  Mexico  by  lowering  the  Import 
duty  on  all  classes  of  cattle  to  1.5  cents  per  pound  and  lifting  quantltlve  restric- 
tions. .  1/    As  a  result  of  these  United  States  concessions,  combined  with  high  prices 
for  feeder  cattle  in  the  United  States  and  drought  In  parts  of  the  northern  States 
of  Mexico, ,  cattle  exports  to  the  United  States  Increased  materially  In  the  first  6  ■ 
months  of  1P43.    January  exports  were  lower  than  usual  as  the  duty  concessions  were 
not  effective  until  January  30,  but  February  exports  were  more  than  double  those  of 
February  1942,  whereas  exports  for  the  first  6  months  of  the  year  showed  an  Increase 
of  47  percent  above  the  same  period  of  1942. 

MEXICO:    Exports  Of  cattle  by  months  1938-1943 


MONTH 


J  anuary 
February 
March 
April 
May  . . 
June  . 
July  . 
August 
September 
October  . 
November 
December 
Total  . 
Total    1st  6 


mont  h  3 
Compiled  from  Direccl 


19  33 

Head 
13,261: 
20,  340; 
40,078; 
69,575: 
32,622: 
9  ,  49  2: 
3,463: 
8,537; 
5,  396: 
16,445: 
34,  193: 
J4, 7  17 ; 
29  3,J69! 
135,363: 
on  General 


19  39 

Head 
79,  124 
79,  I  13 
I  IB,  234 
70,90  I 
18,878 
13,099 
5,  524 
16,795 

33,  30  4 
28,375 

34,  38  2 
'^2,958 

541,  137 
579,  349_ 
de  Estadl 


1940 

Head 
41,793: 
36,090: 
41,9  15: 
60,  49  I; 
57,3  33: 
18  ,  407: 
18  ,  470: 
10,09  2: 
3, 379: 
30,  212: 
37  ,  79  5: 
56,  514: 
417,996: 
256,534: 
stlca. 


194  1  : 

Read  : 
54,  284: 
75,523: 
7  4,  10  I: 
65,  215: 
62,627: 
24,735: 
13,749: 
1 1,041: 
27.0  22: 
26, 360: 
53, 70  3: 
56,  »0: 
542, 705: 
35 4^  540 : 


1942  : 

Head  : 
75,  325: 
49,0  9  4: 
43,77  I: 
51,90  2: 
53,  351: 
22,625: 
17,  4I0: 
12,  506: 
22,0  25: 
29,7  II: 
64,6  16: 
84,  2j25| 
526,559: 
296,066: 


1943 

Head 
35,868; 
107,860; 
98,042: 
96, 589; 
67,97  2: 
5  II; 


AVERAGE 
19  38-1942 


435,842: 


Head 
52,758 
51,633 
63,620 
63,6  17 

45.06  2 
17,682 

12.7  23 
I  1,804 
19,  225 
26  ,  320 
44, 9  37 
54,940 

4647323 
"294,  371 ' 


1/  See  details  In  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  January  25,  1^43. 
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Mexico  had  supplied  68  percent  of  the  average  Imports  of  live  cattle  Into  the 
United  States,  exclusive  of  dairy  cows,  for  the  5  years  19,38- 1942,  Canada  furnishing 
the  remaining  32  percent.    Most  of  the  cattle  frolh  Mtexlco  Carduhd"  Stf  percent)  "cbn- 
slste<i  of  males  over*  T  yeaf,  and  a  large  proportion  of  these  were  less  than  2  years 
old.    Canadian  exports  of  beef  cattle  (principally  heavy  cattle)  to  the  United  States 
have  practically  ceased'  since  ^mid-sUmmer  1942.  '  1/  Only' a  vert  S«'all  pefci&tagi  of 
United  States  consumption,  however,  has  been  supplied  by  Imported  cattle  and  beef. 

Early  In  the  year  It  had  become  apparent  to  Mexican  authorities  that  the  United 
States  market  was  attracting  cattle  from  the  central  and  southern  States  of  Mexico, 
which  are  normally  marketed  In  Mexico  City,  as  well  as  cattle  from  the  northern 
States  bordering  on  the  United  States,  which  normally  market  feeder  cattle  in  this 
country. 

With  the  development  of  fears  of  a  beef  shortage  in  the  vicinity  of  Mexico'  City 
the  Ministry  of  National  Economy  ordered  the  Director  General  of  Customs  effective 
February  8,  1943, . to  place  an  embargo  on  all  cattle  exports  from  Mexico  excepting 
those  originating  in  the  northern  States.    Exports  were  permitted  from  the  States 
of  Sonora,  Chihuahua,  Durango,  northern  Tamaullpas,  and  Coahulla.    Exporters  were 
required  to  secure  certificates  from  the  National  Livestock  Confederation  of  local 
livestock  associations  giving  the  name  of  the  exporter,  status  as  a  member  of  an 
association,  and  place  of  origin  of  the  cattle.    Furthermore,  the  cattle  were  to 
carry  a  mark  indicating  their  place  of  origin.    Females  capable  of  reproduction  could 
not  be  exported  without  special  authorization  from  the  Ministry  of  National  Economy. 

This  order  was  too  late  of  affect  February  exports  since  many  cattle  from  the 
southern  and  central  States  bad  already  been  contracted  for  and  were  on  their  way 
to  the  border  when  the  order  was  given.    Exports  in  the  following  months  were  smaller 
than  in  February  but  still  considerably  above  average  for  the  5  years  1938- 1942. 

ANNUAL  EXPORT    It  was  felt  In  Mexico  that  this  movement,  if  allowed  to  continue, 
QUOTA     FIXED  result  in  a  serious  shortage  in  that  country;  as  a  result,  a 

new  decree  was  issued  effective  June  14,   1943,  which  limited  total 
annual  exports  to  500,000  head.    The  decree  also  limited  exports  to  bulls  of  any 
age  and  calves  of  less  than  one  year.    The  export  of  cows  of  female  stock  of  one 
year  of  age  or  over  was  permitted  only  on  the  basis  of  Presidential  permits.  The 
exportation  of  female  cattle  from  Mexico  had  been  discouraged  for  some  time,  however, 
by  an  export  tax  of  $4. 12  per  head  on  females  less  than  6  years  of  age. 

Quotas  have  been  fixed  for  the  different  Mexican  States,  by  the  Ministry  of 
National  Economy  in  accordance  with  proved  exports  during  the  past  5-year  period, 
with  adjustments  made  from  time  to  time  to  suit  local  conditions.    According  to  the 
number  fixed  for  the  various  areas  as  of  September  15,1943,  the  State  of  Chihuahua 
may  export  210,000  for  the  year  1943,  or  42  percent  of  the  total,  with  the  State  of 
Sonora  next  with  163,000  or  33  percent. 


1/  No  export  licenses  have  been  granted  by  Canada  since  June  1942  except  for  dairy 
cattle  and  breeding  stock. 


608 


.  MEXICO:  Annual 

quotas  for  cattle  exports  from 

various  areas 

 ,  

November,  1943 

STATF  OR  APPA 

:  ADJUSTMENT, 

:      SEPTEMBER  21,  1943 

:  Head 

Head 

!  210,000 

165,000 

55,000 

20,000 

30,000 

10,000 

7,000 

3,000 

2,000 

500,000 

"Conf  ederaclon  Naclonal  Ganadera.  " 


KEXICAN  CALF  CROP  Cattle  numbers  In  Mexico  In  1940  were  placed  at  11,814,000  head 
RELATIVELY    SMALL    ^  increase  of  17. S  percent  above  1930,  according  to  the  census 

for  all  States,  except  oaxaca  for  which  an  estimate  has  been  sup- 
plied.   The  annual  number  of  calves  born  In  Mexico  per  100  cows  Is  estimated  at  60, 
about  10  percent  of  which  are  lost,  which  leaves  a  calf  crop  of  a  little  over  56  per- 
cent.   This  Is  low  in  comparison  with  the  united  States,  where  an  80-percent  calf 
crop  is  usual.    The  distribution  of  cattle  Is  densest  in  the  vicinity  of  Mexico'  City, 
the  States  of  Jalisco  and  Mlchoacan  reporting  the  largest  numbers.    On  most  of  the 
ranches  In  the  central,  southern,  and  coastal  regions,  cattle  are  raised  and  fattened 
for  market  on  the  same  ranch.    In  the  Huasteca  area  of  northern  Vera  Cruz,  southern 
Tamaullpas,  eastern  San  Luis  Potosi  and  northern  Hidalgo,  however,  cattle  are  pur- 
chased and  brought  to  these  ranches  for  fattening  for  a  period  of  6  months  to  1  year. 

SURPLUS  FEEDER  CATTLE   IN  NORTH    On  the  large  ranches  in  the  northern  States,  the 

SHIPPED  TO  NEARBY  UNITED  STATES    ^^^^  ^yv>^  of  cattle  are  raised  almost  exclusively. 

As  the  pasturage  in  the  northern  States  is  not  so 
abundant  as  In  the  southern  areas  it  would  not  pay  ranchers  in  these  areas  to  fatten 
and  mature  cattle  for  the  long  haul  to  Mexico  City.    The  cattle  from  these  ranches 
therefore  are  sold  as  feeder  cattle  to  the  nearby  markets  In  the  United  States. 

It  is  common  for  large  ranches  in  the  northern  part  of  the  country  to  range 
in  size  from  50,000  to  170,000  acres.  Ranches  in  other  parts  of  the  country  range 
from  1,000  to  50,000  acres. 

The  cattle  raised  on  the  smaller  ranches  producing  for  domestic  consumption 
are  usually  not  of  such  good  quality  as  those  produced  for  export.    The  larger  ranches 
producing  cattle  for  export  are  usually  omed  by  cattlemen  who  were  originally  from 
the  United  States  or  who  have  spent  considerable  time  in  this  country  and  who  are 
familiar  with  United  States  requirements.    Only  a  few  of  these  ranches  are  rented, 
most  of  them  being  operated  by  persons  whose  families  have  owned  then  for  some  time 
and  who  have  sufficient  means  to  use  improved  modern  methods. 
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At  prese,nt  most  of  the  cattle  In  Mexico  are  or  a  common  or  low-grade  type 
except  for  a  few  scattered  herds,  and  most  of  the  cattle  are  near  the  United  States 
border  where  they  are  raised  with  the  idea  of  being  marketed  In  the  united  States. 
In  this  part  of  the  country  the  Hereford  Is  rapidly  becoming  the  principal  breed. 
Many  of  the  prominent  beef  breeds  have  not  been  entirely  successful  in  the  sub- 
tropical and  tropical  areas,  and  the  Brahma  appears  to  be  more  adaptable  to  such 
areas.    The  Spanish  cattle  do  we'll  in  these  areas  but  they  have'  not  been  developed 
into  good  beef  types.    They  are  often  used  for  producing  milk  and  beef  and  for 
draft  purposes  as  vvell.  ' 

Only  on  the  largest  ranches,  mainly  in  the  northern  States,  is  a  definite 
breeding  plan  adopted.    On  by  far  the  largest  proportion  of  the  Mexican  ranches 
all  of  the  cattle  run  together  In  the  pasture  during  the'  "entire  year  and  calves 
are  dropped  during  all  months.    Thus  the  percentage  lost  is  increased  and  the 
calving  percentage  is  reduced.  ' 


It  is  believed  that  the  production  of  cattle  in  Mexico  could  be  greatly 
increased  through  the  development  of  ranches  with  watering  and  fencing  facilities, 
as  well  as  through  herd  Improvement.    Also  considerable  work  needs  to  be^doae  to 
reduce  death  losses  from  disease  and  insect  pests. 

Cattle  raised  for  dairy  purposes  near  towns  and  cities  are  stable  fed  with 
alfalfa,  clovers,  and  other  green  feed  produced  on  Irrigated  land.    This  is  not 
done  for  beef  cattle  as  it  is  probably  considered  too  costly  owing  to  the  limited 
amount  of  land  available  for  cultivation  and  the  production  of  foodstuffs.  The 
use  of  concentrates  is  also  practically  prohibitive  because  of  their  scarcity  in 
the  country,    some  protein  supplements  are  available,  such  as  cottonseed  meal, 
coconut  meat,  peanut  meal,  and  sesame  meal,  but  more  inexpensive  fattening  feeds 
are  needed. 

CHILEAN  MA6ALLANES  SHEEP  SLAUGHTER  IN  PACKING  PLANTS  SI^ALLER  IN  1943 

Sheep  and  lamb  slaughter  in  the  important  Hagallanes  territory  of  Chile 
showed  a  slight  decline  in  the  1943  season,  which  ended  on  May  6,   1943.  Latest 
reports  give  the  number  slaughtered  at  freezing  companies  and  tallow  rendering 
plants  at  1, 120,000  head,  a  decrease  of  3  percent  compared  with  1942.  Slaughter- 
ings in  the  past  3  years  have  been  smaller  than  the  average  of  1,214,000  for  the 
5-years   19  34-1938. 

The  number  of  frozen  carcasses  produced  in  the  1943  operating  year  was 
782,000  a  decrease  of  5  percent  below  1942  but  an  increase  of  16  percent  above  the 
average  for  the  5-years  1934-1938.    Mutton  exports  reached  22,350,000  pounds  and 
exceeded  exports  the  preceedlng  year  by  8  percent.    Of  the  entire  production  es- 
timated at  34,621,000  pounds,  approximately  65  percent  went  to  the  United  Kingdom, 
30  percent  to  northern  Chile,  and  5  percent  was  used  for  local  consumption. 

Tallow  production  dep-ends  on  several  factors,  such  as  the  condition  of  the 
sheep,  the  relative  demand  for  meat  and  tallow,  and  the  price.    In  1938,   1939,  and 
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1940  the  number  of  sheep  sent  to  tallow  rendering  plants  averaged  only  45,70'?^  -  .« 
head  against  an  average  of  335,643  for  the  5^year^  '1P!^3^19.;^.  '  In' 1941*  and  1942 
there  was  an  Increase,  and  the  number  rendered  in  1942  was  137,189  head.     In  1943, 
however,  the  number  rendered  ^g.aln,  decreased  to*, only  5.0,4a'7'h6ia'd*if' vTallow  pro- 
duction in  1943  Is  estimated  at  5^710,000  pounds  or  about  1,000  pounds  below  1942. 
Additional  quantities  produced  on  farms,  in  butcher  shops,  and  iii  private  houses 
bring  total  production  to  6,592,000  pounds. 

Ail  of  the  tallow  is  consumed  in  Chile  normally,  most  of.  it  being  shipped  " 
to  the  northern  part  of  the  country.     Some  tallow  from  next  year's  production  at 
Punta  Arenas,  however,  may  be  available  for  export. 

...SHEEP:.    Slaughter  and  production,  packing  plants,  in  Magallanes  Province, 


and  exports  from  Chile,  1933- 1943 


SLAUGHTER 

YCAO 

FOR 

FROZEN  : 

ivIUTTON 

EXPORTS  OF 

T  t«r< 

TOTAL 

RENDERING 

CARCASES  ■ 

T  ALLOW 

FROZEN 



INTO  TALLO'.V 

PRODUCED 

PRODUCED  

MUTTON 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

.  1,000 

head 

head 

Thousands 

pounds 

pounds 

1932   

t.  248 

79 

:  906 

32,  154 

J933   

1,  IS  1 

134 

794 

■  -a/ 

25,950 

1934   

«,  23  1 

267 

663 

6,032 

2D,  399 

«9  35   • 

1,  270  ■ 

28  1 

673 

6,  316 

18,852 

19  36   

1,  2»B 

256 

666 

4,778 

15,862 

19  37  

«,  349 

191 

707 

6,  33 

24, 967 

1938  

951 

23 

648 

4,  343 

23,07  1 

Average  19  34-19  38 

1,214 

204 

672 

5,559  • 

20,630 

1939    

-  |,"T4j~ 

9"3 

5,  18  2 

23,50  1 

1940  

988 

20 

846  . 

3,850  : 

27,  247 

I94J   

904 

1  1 1 

584 

14, 806 

1942   

1,  152 

137 

8  25 

5,7  1 1 

20  ,  67  5 

1943   

1,  112 

60 

782 

5.7  10 

22,  350 

Compiled  from  official  sources, 
a/  Not  available. 


The  Magallanes  region  of  Chile  is  one  of  the  foremost  sheep-raising  regions 
of  the  world.    It  is  estimated  that  there  are  at  present  about  2,800,000  sheep 
and  lambs,  mostly  Corrledales,  on  the  ranches  of  the  Austral  region,  which  includes 
Magallanes  and  Aysen  Provinces,  and  the  Island  of  Tlerra  del  Fuego.    In  1935-36 
the  Agricultural  census  enumerated  2,794,000  head  in  these  regions. 
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GENERAL  AND  MISCELLANEOUS  .  .  . 


CANAD  I  AN  AGRICULTURAL  OBJECTIVES  FOR  IW 

Maintenance  of  Canadian  food  production  at  the  hlgli  levels,  attained  In  .1943 
was  set  as  the  1944  farm  objective  at  the  recent  Dominion-Provincial  Agricultural 
Conference  held  In  Ottawa.    Each  year  since  the  beginning  of  the  war  a  Dominion 
Provincial  Agricultural  Conference  has  been  held  In  OttaWa,  either  In  November 
or  December,  for  the  purpose  of  deciding  upon  the  agricultural  program  tor  the 
suceedlng  year.    During  the  past  4  years  an  expansion  of  approximately  40  percent 
In  food  tonnage  has  been  achieved,  according  to  the  Canadian  »llnlste,r  .of  Agriculture. 

The  1944  objectives  for  the  various  crop  and  animal  products  lls.ted  on  the 
following  pages  show  that.no  more  than  a  moderate  expansion  Is  contemplated  In 
next  year's  grain  output.    Fanners  were  asked  not  to  expand  their  wheat  acreage 
over  the  1943  level.    Special  emphasis,  however,  was  placed  on  the  need  for  at 
least  maintaining  production  of  feed  .grains  at  1943  levels  In  order  to  assure 
sufficient  supplies  to  meet  the  needs  of  abnormally  high  numbers  of  livestock.. 
(See  page  603  for  a  discussion  of  the  1944  Grain  production  Goals). 

An  Increase  of  from  10  to  14  percent  was  called  for  In  the  production  of 
various  poultry  products.    With  respect  to  commercial  marketings  of  hogs  the  1944 
goals  call  for  maintaining  the  slaughter  at  the  1943  level,    A  slight  Increase  was 
called  for  in  cattle  and  sheep  numbers.    The  goal  for  dal:*y  products  Is  to  maintain  . 
production  at  1943  levels  for  all  products  except  creamery  butter  and  factory  cheese, 
for  which  reductions  of  3  and  7  percent  respectively,  were  listed. 

Under  the  new  bacon  contract  concluded  recently  between  the  Governments  of 
Canada  and  the  United  Kingdom,  the  Dominion  agreed  to  deliver  to  the  British  market 
not  less  than "900, 000, 000  pounds  of  Wiltshire  sides  and  other  cuts  over  a  2-yeAr- 
period.    The  contract  for  1943  called  <or  deliveries  of  675,000,000  pounds  during 
a  12-month  period.    While  the  new  contract  would  seem  to  indicate  a  substantial 
reduction  in  the  annual  rate  of  deliveries  during  the  next  2-years,  it  should  be. 
borne  in  mind  that  the  figure  represents  the  minimum  quantity  to  be  delivered. 

With  respect  to  oilseeds,  the  1944  goal  calls  for  a  substantial  reduction  In 
the  area  planted  to  flaxseed.    On  the  otherhand,  the  soybean,  rapeseed,  and  sun- 
flower-seed acreages,  which  are  relatively  small  compared  with  flaxseed,  are  to  be 
expanded  considerably.    Some  expansion  is  called  for  also  In  the  production  of 
such  products  as  tobacco,  sugar  beets,  flax,  honey,  wool,  and  various  fruits  and 
vegetables. 

The  Canadian  Minister  of  Agriculture  stated  that  the  Conference  did  not  feel 
Justified  in  asking  fanners  to  attempt  any  substantially  greater  production  in  1944 
than  was  asked  for  in  1943.    He  expressed  the  conviction  that  while  some  adjust- 
ments might  prove  necessary  In  the  goals  established  at  the  Conference,  farmers 
would  react  favorable  to  the  appeal  for  a  production  equal  to  1943  and  that  with 
normal  climatic  conditions  such  an  output  would  be  realized. 
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